
 

 
DAMS MAKE MAJOR FLOODS WORSE?

The Army Corps of Engineers installed these wing dams to 
force the current to the middle. The rushing water scours 
the bottom of the channel to keep navigation open. A new 
study alleges the wing dams slow the current during major 
floods and cause flood waters to be higher. Photo by 
Lester Graham.

A recent study concludes that some actions of the Army 
Corps of Engineers might be causing more, rather than 
less damage during major floods on rivers in the Midwest. 
The study by two Washington University professors found 
that wing dams, which jut out into the river, could cause 
big floods to rise even higher. The Great Lakes Radio 
Consortium's Lester Graham takes a closer look at this 
study:  
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